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THE SIN OF CONSULTING WITH FAMILIAR SPIRITS. 


“A man also, or a woman, that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall 


surely be put to death, They shall stone them with stones; their blood shall be upon 
them.”—Lev. xx. 27. 


THE man or woman having a familiar spirit is, in other Scriptures, 
called a wizard, a witch, a necromancer, a sorcerer. Tach of these 
classes of persons professed to have intercourse with spirits, either with 
demons or the dead, and by their means to make supernatural disclosures, 
and perform other unaccountable things. ach and all of them are con- 
demned, in the severest manner, in the Mosaic law. In the text it is 
said: ‘** A man also, or a woman, that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a 
wizard, shall surely be put to death. They shall stone ‘hens with stones ; 
their blood shall be upon them.” In another passage it is said: ** Thou 
shalt not suffer a witch to live.”” In still another, Moses says: ‘‘ There 
shall not be found among you an enchanter, or a witch, or a consilter 
with familiar spirits, or a necromancer ; for all such are an abomination 
unto the Lord.” 

In accounting for the severity with which Moses denounced these char- 
acters and their works, it should be borne in mind that they were heathen 
works. The Canaanites, into whose land the children of Israel were 
about to come, and the Egyptians from whose land they had just escaped,* 
were both greatly defiled with them. Indeed, then as now, the whole 
heathen world in ancient times was full of such practices. They were 
pre-eminently heathen in their origin and character, and God would not 





* Bee Is. xix, 3. 
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suffer his own people to be degraded and corrupted with them. They had 
been instrumental, with other things, in corrupting the heathen, and God 
knew that, if permitted, they would have the same effect upon the chil- 
dren of Israel ; and he would not suffer the dealer with familiar spirits, or 
the witch, to live. 

The mode of proceeding against the witch, however, according to the 
statutes of Moses, has been often mistaken. There is no evidence that 
any of those absurd tests of witchcraft, which were so common in this 
country and in Europe two hundred years ago, were ever resorted to in 
Israel. But the fact to be inquired into, with respect to the person ac- 
cused, was her own pretensions. Does she pretend to be a witch? Does 
she claim to have intercourse with familiar spirits? If so, she is guilty, 
according to the law of Moses. If not, she is not guilty. Now there 
was some sense in a trial such as this. Here is no plunging the poor 
creature into water, to see whether she will sink or swim. Here is no 
searching of her naked body, to see if there are witch-marks upon it. 
But the fact to be proved is the culprit’s own pretensions ; a fact which 
could be substantiated by testimony, as well as any other fact. 

Not only was the witch a criminal, according to the Mosaic law, but all 
who resorted to her, or consulted with her, were in the same condemna- 
tion. ‘Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek. after 
wizards, to be defiled with them.” ‘* The soul that turneth after such as 
have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will 
even set my face against that soul, and will cut them off from among his 

ople.” 

" he historical parts of the Old Testament furnish a commentary upon 
these statutes of Moses, and go still farther to show the character of the 
proceedings in a. Among the good things which Josiah accomplish- 
ed for his people is specially mentioned his putting away all ‘‘ the workers 
with familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land,” 2 Kings xxiii. 24. 
Among the evil things charged upon Manassah, was, that “ he observed 
times and used enchantments, and dealt with familiar spirits and wizards,” 
2 Kings xxi. 6. The crowning act of Saul’s wickedness, for which he 
was finally rejected and cut off, was, his “asking counsel of one that had 
a familiar spirit, to inquire of it,” instead of inquiring of the Lord. 
“ Therefore the Lord slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David, the 
son of Jesse,” 1 Chron. x. 13. 

Nor do these practices find any more favor in the New Testament than 
in the Old. Philip found one Simon, a magician, at Samaria, “‘ which 
before time had used sorceries, and bewitched the people, giving out that 
himself was some great one.” But inspiration testifies that he was a de- 
ceiver and hypocrite, ‘‘in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity,” 
Acts viii. 9-23. Paul found another, a sorcerer, at Paphos, whom he 
addressed and characterized as follows: ‘ O full of all subtlety and all 
mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt 
thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord,” Acts xiii. 6-11. 
The effect of a revival of religion at Ephesus was, that “‘ many of these 
characters confessed, and showed their deeds, and brought their books 
together, and burned them ; and they counted the price of the books that 
were burned, and found it to be fifty thousand pieces of silver,” Acts xix. 
18-20. John places sorcerers in the same class with ‘‘ murderers, whore- 
mongers, and idolators,”” and dooms them together to “‘ the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death,” Rev. xxi. 8. 
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But it is time’ that we inquire as to the pretensions of the characters of 
whom we have spoken. What are we to think of them? What judg- 
ment are we to form respecting them? Did they really have commerce 
with spirits, as they pretended ? Or was it all a trick, a delusion ? 
However these questions may be answered, it makes but little difference 
as to the guilt of the persons implicated. If their strange proceedings 
were all a trick, they were guilty men. They were deceivers and impos- 
ters. Or if they really had, as they pretended, intercourse with spirits, 
they were none the less guilty. For such intercourse had been expressly 
forbidden by God, as a dangerous, heathenish, corrupting practice. So 
that whatever opinion we may form respecting the claims of those who 
professed to have commerce with spirits in ancient times, we are bound to 
— them as guilty men—rebels against the law and the government of 


But to come more directly to the question: There can be no doubt that 
many of the strange performances of the witches and wizards of olden 
time were a mere pretence. They were an imposition and a cheat, and 
were known to be such by those who practised them. —_ were brought 
about by some slight of hand, or in some secret way, which the perform- 
ers understood, but of which others were ignorant. This was true of the 
magicians generally. They had magical books which revealed their secret 
arts, and which constituted their principal study. The books which were 
burned at Ephesus were undoubtedly of this character; and those who 
“‘ confessed and showed their deeds,” laid open the tricks and artifices 
which they had been wont to practise. Of this character, in all probabil- 
ity, were the magicians of Egypt. They are said to have done, certain 
things by their enchantments ; which is equivalent to saying that they did 
not really do them at all, but only seemed to do them, imposing upon the 
eyes of people by some slight of hand.—Ex. vii, 11. 

Among the arts practised by the ancient jugglers was ventriloquism— 
an imitation of the voices of animals, and the making of sounds which 
seemed to come from some other place. Thus they are said by Isaiah to 
“‘ mutter and to peep,’’ to “speak out of the ground,” and to “ whisper 
out of the dust,” Is. viii. 19; xxix. 4. A more perfect description of 
ventriloquism could hardly have been given. 

But all the performances of the ancient witches and necromancers may | 
not have been of this description. Some things may have been as unac- 
countable to them, as to those who witnessed them; and may have been 
regarded by both as of a supernatural character. And yet there may 
have been nothing supernatural in the case. There is a propensity in us 
all to regard everything new and unaccountable as supernatural. If we 
can account for an appearance in no other way, we refer it to the spirits, 
and let it go. But is this reasonable? Is it philosophical? How do we 
know it is the work of spirits? Have we investigated all the secrets 
of nature, and are we sure that the unaccountable phenomenon may not 
be the result of some hitherto undiscovered natural cause ? 

I have not a doubt that many things which the ancients attributed to 
their gods and demons were produced by unknown natural causes. In 
those days, natural scjence was but little understood. Of some of the 
more powerful physical agents, such as electricity, galvanism, magnetism, 
and the eulial am, toe were wholly mend Many things which 
are now constantly performed through the agency of these forces, would 
by them have been accounted miraculous. Nor is it at all unlikely that 











104 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


some of the things which they did perform, and which they believed 
to have come from the other world, were produced by agencies such as 
these. Thus the Greeks ascribed thunder and lightning to the anger of Ju- 
piter, hurling about his bolts from the top of Olympus. The ravings of the 
Pythoness, too, which were produced, undoubtedly, by the administration 
of drugs, or the inhaling of gases, they ascribed to the inspiration of Apollo. 

But some may be inclined to look further than this, and attribute a 
portion, at least, of the strange performances of the ancient witches to 
the influence of spirits. And I see no reason for demurring to such a 
conclusion. It accords with the more obvious representations of Scrip- 
ture, and, for aught we know to the contrary, may have been true. But 
if anything of the kind be true, this is true : that the spirits with whom 
the ancient witches and wizards had intercourse were evil spirits—infer- 
nal spirits—spirits not from heaven, or earth, but from hell. So much 
the Bible, in its more obvious meaning, teaches; and I know not that 
there is anything unreasonable or incredible in the supposition. We be- 
lieve that there are infernal spirits, the devil and his angels, We be- 
lieve that they are immensely numerous; and that, with a view to our 
trial while on probation here, they are permitted to mingle with us, and 
to have access to our minds. They are represented as “ going up and 
down in the earth, and walking to and fro in it,” exerting all their influ- 
ence for the ruin of mankind. Such being the case, if persons will seek 
commerce with these malicious beings, and give themselves up to it, God 
may, in just judgment, give them up. He may permit the devils to have 
intercourse with them, and to exhibit appearances, and make disclosures, 
which could have been made in no other way. I do not say positively 
that this has ever been the case ; but such certainly is the more obvious 
representation of Scripture, and, as before remarked, I see nothing un- 
reasonable or incredible inthe supposition. 

I have thus given my opinion, in few words, as to the case of those, in 
ancient times, who professed to have intercourse with familiar spirits. A 
portion of their doings was, undoubtedly, a mere trick, a slight of hand, 
a known and wicked deception. Another portion was the result of undis- 
covered natural causes. While another portion may have been wrought 
through the agency of evil spirits, voluntarily solicited in the first instance, 
to whom God may, in just judgment, have given up those, who were ready 
and willing to give up themselves. 

The case of those spoken of in the Bible, who professed to have inter- 
course with spirits, goes to illustrate a class of cases which have occurred, 
at intervals, in all periods since, and even in our own times. There have 
heen those among us and around us, all over the country, who professed 
to be mediums of intercourse between this world and the next; who pro- 
fessed to have intercourse with the spirits of the dead, and through them 
to make disclosures to the living. The class of persons of whom I speak 
are not a new thing in the earth. They have been long here. We trace 
them back to the earliest ages. We find them among both heathens and 
Jews. Iamblichus gives us the following account of mediums in his day : 
“‘ Some are agitated throughout the whole body ; others in some of their 
members ; others again are entirely quiet. Sometimes there are pleasing 
harmonies, dances, and according voices ; and sometimes the reverse of 
this. Again, the body appears taller or larger than nature, or is borne 
aloft through the air, or is affected by the opposite of these.”* 





* De Mysteries, Sec. iii. Cap. 5. 
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The class of persons here spoken of, like those referred to by Moses in 
the text, seem to me to be very similar—I know not but precisely simtlar 
—to the mediums of our own times. Both profess to have commerce with 
spirits—to have “‘ familiar spirits” —and by means of them to make super- 
natural disclosures ; and the remarks which have been made respecting the 
former class, are strictly applicable to the latter. 

I have said that the feats of the ancient jugglers were many of them 
mere arts of deception. They were known to be such by those who per- 
formed them. And the same is true of many who practise the like things 
. now. Their rappings, and writings, and trances, and other strange per- 

formances, are secretly, artfully got up by themselves. I do not say that 
this is true in all cases, but we know it is so in some, because the matter 
has been fully investigated, and public confession has been made. For 
example: A young woman who had been instructed by the Rochester rap- 
pers, and practised with them for a time, afterwards renounced the art, 
and exposed the delusion to the world. ‘ All who saw her, and heard 
her,” says my informant, “‘ were entirely satisfied of the truth of her state- 
ments, and that she had revealed the actual method in which the decep- 
tion was effected, and the deluded were blinded.” Another young woman 
in Providence, Almira Beazely, who was noted for her rappings and rev- 
elations, and who murdered her brother to accomplish one of her own 
predictions, confessed, on her trial, that she made the noises herself, and 
explained the manner in which they were produced. She also confessed 
to the removing of certain articles which had mysteriously disappeared, 
and which she had pretended were taken away by spirits. Mr. B——, 
another rapping calle, testifies as follows: “ All the time that I was in 
the business,” about three months, “‘I produced the sounds voluntarily 
with my toes and shoes, and by other tricks of art. My answers to mental 
questions, in which I was considered very successful, were the result of 
close watching of the person’s countenance, and a careful noting of hints 
inadvertently given. [I also declare, that I have seen Mrs. P )” an- 
other medium, ‘ produce the sounds with her feet; also, while Mrs. 
P——’s foot was braced against one side of the table, I was able the bet- 
ter to lift it by acting upon the other side: and several times, both in the 
light and in the dark circles, I lifted and otherwise moved the table in 
this manner. I went into this business, to see if I could not myself do 
all that was claimed for the spirits ; and when I had produced all the phe- 
nomena, I gave it up, and exposed it.” 

The mysterious rappings, it now appears, are made in various ways— 
by the toes, and shoes, and knees, and other joints of the body; also by 
machinery concealed within the rapping tables. A manufacturer of tables 
in New-York, has testified that he made two “‘ medium tables” in one 
year, in both of which was machinery concealed for producing raps, at the 
will of the operator. He said he was “ willing to make twenty more, if 
he can be paid for it ; and if people will give a dollar a head to hear a lit- 
o eae strike inside a table, and then run crazy about it, it is not his 
ault.” 

In the little book published by the Messrs. Burr, entitled “ Knocks 
for the Knocking,” these gentlemen say : “* You will here find the history 
of the unmistakable detection and exposure of more than fifty of the pre- 
tended spiritual mediums. In every instance, where close examination 
has been permitted, fraud has been detected in producing the noise, and 
moving the tables. The mediums whom we have detected, were those to 
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whom the rappers took us, for the purpose of convincing us, and were 
what they regarded as the best and strongest. We can now produce mys- 
terious rappings in seventeen different ways ; which tricks we have learn- 
ed by the detection of so many mediums.’’ 

I might produce much more evidence of trick and imposture in these 
mysterious performances ; but this is enough. I do not say, with some, 
that they are all trick, and nothing else ; but I do say that this is the ease 
with many of them. They are a vile imposition, palmed off upon a won- 
dering, credulous community, for the sake of money, or for other sinister 
and selfish ends. 

If there is anything more than trick in what are called the spiritual 
meatietelteen ond T am inclined to think that in some instances there 
may be,—I should refer it, as in the case of the ancient wizards, to the 
influence of occult natural causes ; perhaps electricity, or animal mag- 
netism, or something else, operating upon a nervous system of peculiar 
sensibility. I incline to this opinion, for several reasons. 

In the first place, if the answers came from the spirits, they ought to 
be in character as such. Departed spirits might be expected to know at 
least as much as they did while here on the earth. Whereas they mani- 
fest often the grossest ignorance, and make some of the most awkward 
blunders. Such men as Roger Sherman, and Alexander Hamilton, and 
Cotton Mather, for example, while writing from the other world, do not 
know how to spell their own names, I have seen what purports to be a 
letter from Gen. Washington, in which not half the words are spelled cor- 
rectly ; and the sense is even more ridiculous than the spelling. 

Andrew Jackson Davis, when in the spirit, speaks of Hugh Miller as a 
clergyman. An old bachelor of sixty was told by a medium in Provi- 
dence, that he had been twice married, and was the father of seven chil- 
dren. Le Roy Sunderland received a letter from Phebe Newell, making 
inquiries respecting the state of her daughter, Mary Ellen Perkins, in the 
other world. Mr. S. returned a very comforting answer, assuring the 
good Mrs. Newell that her Mary was happy, and exhorting her not to 
grieve on her account, and yet the letter was all a hoax, There were no 
such persons as Phebe Newell or Mary Ellen Perkins in existence, and 
never had been. In many instances, mediums have communicated with 
the spirits of living persons, and got answers from them, supposing them 
to be dead. 

Again: if the disclosures which are made are really from the spirits, 
they ought to be consistent with themselves. Whereas it is well known 
that they vary endlessly. In numerous instances, they are directly self- 
contradictory. ‘‘Some of the communications,” says one who had been 
himself a medium, “ were orthodox, others were infidel. Some would ac- 
knowledge the truth of the Bible, others would condemn it. Some would 
be in favor of virtue ; others would encourage the grossest crimes.” 

Another gentleman, who had been a noted medium, but whose eyes were 
beginning to be opened as to the character of the proceedings, told the 
company to which he had been lecturing one evening, ‘“‘ Now let any one 
present ask a series of questions, and I pledge myself that the answer 
shall every time be, yes. So one of the company asked, Is John Thomp- 
sonalive? The answer was, yes. Is John Thompson dead? Yes. Does 
John Thompson live in Vermont? Yes. Does he live in Massachusetts ? 
Yes. And so the spirits went on, contradicting themselves times without 
number.” After this, a like series of questions were answered in the 
negative, exhibiting the most glaring contradictions, just as the operator 
pleased. 
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But this brings me to another reason for supposing that the answers are 
not from the spirits, but rather from the mind of the operator, or from 
some other mind in communication with his, under the influence of an 
electrical or magnetic cause. It is an admitted fact, these answers coin- 
cide generally with the opinions and wishes of the medium, or of some 
one present in consultation with him. For example, the spirit of John 
W ay, speaking through a Universalist medium, regrets the errors which 
he had propagated in this world, and says, “‘ If I could return to earth in 
a corporeal form, I should teach quite another doctrine.” But the same 
spirit, speaking through a Methodist medium, utters a very different lan- 
guage. ‘* My views on Christian theology, which I taught in my minis- 
try, and are set forth in my published works, are in all essential points 
the same that I now have, only my present views are much enlarged.” 

I know a respectable man who accidentally discovered that he was a 
medium, and practised a variety of experiments upon himself. Upon be- 
ing asked what he thought of them, he replied, “‘ If the answers are from 
the spirits, they must be very silly spirits, for they always answer just as 
I wish to have them, i. ¢., if I have any wish about it.” Another medi- 
um informs us that he can produce any answer he pleases, by only fixing 
his mind strongly upon it at the time. Now does this look as though the 
answers came from the spirit-world ? If the spirits of the dead spoke, they 
would be likely to speak out independently,—to speak what they thought, 
and not what those thoight with whom they were conversing. 

There is another circumstance to be noted here. When the requisite . 
preparation is made, there is no need of consulting the spirits at all, in or- 
der to secure answers. You may converse with the chairs or the table as 
well. This experiment was tried at W , Vt. AMr. K was the 
medium, and he had succeeded m conversing with the spirits, to the sat- 
isfaction of all concerned. At length he remarked, that he was about to 
let the company into an important secret. ‘‘ We will interrogate the 
table,” says he, “‘ and have nothing more to do with the spirits.” He 
did so, and the table talked and answered just as the spirits had done be- 
fore. At the same time, the table, at his bidding, was made to stand on 
- one leg, and to move about, as is usual in such cases. 

On the point now under consideration, viz., the magnetic or electric 
character of some of these manifestations, I am happy to introduce the 
testimony of Dr. Samuel Taylor, ahighly respect able physician of Peters- 
ham, Mass., whose article on the subject may be found in a late number 
of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. Dr. Taylor was a writing 
medium, and his experiments were all made with the . On proposing, 
mentally, some question to the spirits, his pen would begin to oscillate in 
his fingers, and very soon would write out an answer, and this without 
any will of his own. He tried the experiment many times, and always 
with the same result. And what is particularly to be noticed is, the 
would always write an answer according to his own opinions and wishes. 
Forexample : Dr. Taylor inquired of one of the spirits about the differ- 
ent forms of religion. ‘I asked,” says he, “ which was the best religion ; 
at the same time fixing my mind sternly on the word Protestant. My 
hand immediately wrote Protestant. In the same manner, and by direction 
of the same spirit, my hand wrote successively, Methodist, Unitarian, and 
I believe one or two others.”? While in this state, Dr. T. says, “TI felt a 
sensation like that of a light galvanic current passing through me. Some- 
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times it appeared to be a steady thrill, and sometimes it was intermittent, 
resembling slight shocks of electricity.” After numerous experiments, 
Dr. T. comes to the conclusion that the strange appearances of which he 
was the subject, were not tricks of his own ; neither did they come from 
the spirit-world, but were the result of what he calls “ detached, vitalized 
electricity.”” When this conclusion had been formed in his own mind, it 
occurred to him that he would put it to the test of the spirits. Accord- 
ingly, he asked them, “Is this the work of departed: spirits? The an- 
swer was, no. Is it the work of the devil? Again the answer was, no. 
Is it the effect of detached, vitalized electricity? The answer was, yes.” 
So the spirits confirmed the conclusion to which the Doctor himself had 
come ; as they did, in fact, all his conclusions. 

Although Dr. T. rejects the idea that the answers which he received 
came from the other world, he adds: ‘‘ A belief that the writings are the 
work of spirits tends greatly to the perfection of the experiment ; since it 
better concentrates the mind on the subject, and excites the nervous sys- 
tem more strongly.” 

We have the testimony of another medium to the same point with that 
of Dr. Taylor. Mr. Benjamin F. Cooley, who had long been a believer 
and operator in the spiritual rappings, states that his mind is entirely 
changed. This change has been brought about in consequence of “a 
deep and earnest study of the nature, power, and application of electri- 
city, and of the susceptibility of the mind to electrical or psychological 
changes.” These things, he says, “ will produce the same mysterious and 
startling phenomena which have been produced throughout the country, 
and attributed to the operation of departed spirits.”’ 

In the summer of 1839, two Greek girls from Smyrna arrived in France, 
and began to exhibit their powers for money. Placing themselves, one 
at each end of a large table, a crackling, like that of the electric fluid 
spreading itself over gilt paper, began to be heard. The table would 
then begin to shake, and to move itself from the elder girl towards the 
younger. These girls lost their power when clad in silk, and also when 
the atmosphere was in a humid state ; thus indicating that the appear- 
ances were of an electric character. 

The mediums are often affected by the magnet, as well as by electricity. 
This was true of a French girl, Angelique Cottin, whose case was report- 
ed by the Paris Academy of Sciences, in 1846. She seems to have been 
a genuine and powerful medium, exhibiting all the phenomena of our 
most celebrated American mediums at the present day. ‘“ The principle 
seat of her power,” says Arago, *‘ seems to be in her left side. During 
her paroxysms, this is warmer than the right side, and is affected with 
jerks, unusual movements, and a kind of trembling, which communicates 
itself to the hand which touches it. She presents, moreover, a peculiar 
sensibility to the action of the magnet. When she approaches the north 
pole of the magnet, she feels a violent shock, while the south pole produces 
no effect whatever.” 

The mysterious attractions and repulsions attending this poor girl are 
thus described in Arago’s Report. ‘A sheet of paper, a pen, or an 
other light body being placed upon a table, if the girl approaches it wit 
her left hand, even before she touches it, the object is driven away, a8 by 
a gust of wind. The table is overthrown, the moment it is touched by 
her hand, or even by a string which she may hold in her hand. This 
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causes instantly a strong commotion in her left side, which draws her to- 
wards the table. If she attempts to sit, the seat is thrown from under 
her, with prodigious force. One day a chest, upon which three men were 
sitting, was moved in this manner. At another time a chair, which was 
held c two strong men, was broken in their hands. This girl is obli 
to continue standing a good part of the time, and is in great agitation. 
She can touch no object without breaking it, or throwing it upon the 
ground, Every article of furniture which her garments touch, is dis- 
laced or overthrown. Many persons, in coming in contact with her, 
ave felt something like an electrical shock.” 

Other circumstances going to show that these strange appearances are 
the result of natural causes, are such as these : Some localities are much 
more favorable to them than others. Indeed, in some places they cannot 
be made to appear at all. 

In repeated instances, persons have become mediums, in consequence 
of the improper use of medicine. The effect of the medicine was to de- 
range al weaken the nervous system, when the strange phenomena would 
begin to appear. 

he rappings and other manifestations have been not only caused, but 
cured, by the administration of medicine. A gentleman who had enjoyed 
the most enchanting intercourse with the spirits for several weeks, but 
whose health was manifestly failing in consequence, was induced to apply 
to a physician for help. He was well dosed with blue pills, calomel, and 
rhein. ‘* By these means,” adds the doctor, “‘ the spirits took their exit 
in high dudgeon, nor has my patient been able to renew his acquaintance 
with them since.” 

Another case, which came under the care of the same physician, was 
that of a rapping medium. She had not been able to sleep quietly for a 
long time, on account of the rapping of the spirits, and her health was in 
a very critical state. ‘‘ One afternoon,” says the doctor, “ I called upon 
her, and found her nerves in a high degree of excitement, indicating epi- 
lepsy. The spirits were rapping all around her. I administered a pow- 
erful sedative, on which the rappings entirely ceased, and have scarcely 
annoyed her since.” 

The manifestations in our times, as in former times, have been obvi- 
ously and rapidly contagious. They have spread from one to another, 
and from place to place, thus ape gm to be a proper epidemic. 
They commenced in the family of a Mr. W——, in Western New-York, 
sometime in the year 1847. Mr. W. soon left the haunted house, 
which was then occupied by the Fox family, so much celebrated in the 
history of this strange movement. The affair now began to be talked 
about ; curiosity was awakened; the newspapers took it up, and published 
the most moving, exciting statements ; nervous people all over the coun- 
try were startled by these accounts, and mediums of all sorts were rapidly 
multiplied. Such is the history of this strange excitement; and it is but 
a transcript of the history of similar movements, in previous ages. ic, 
witchcraft, mesmerism, pathetism, and other things of the same sort, 
have always diffused themselves in this way ; thus showing that they are 
not the result of spiritual agency, but rather of natural, mundane laws. 

I have pursued these statements, perhaps, too far; and yet I have ex 
hibited but a portion of the facts which have come to light, all bearing on 
the same point. I have shown, I think, to the satisfaction of all who 
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me, that many of the strange appearances of our times, like those of an- 
cient times, are a mere deception ; and that others are the result of hith- 
erto unobserved natural causes, such as magnetism, electricity, or some- 
thing else,—putting the phenomena in question on the same footing with 
those of Mesmerism, Pathetism, Biology, &c. Indeed, I know nothing 
ing to these manifestations more mysterious than some of the al- 
facts of Mesmerism, and both, it seems likely, are to be explained 

in much the same way. 

And now, if any are not satisfied with my explanations thus far, and 
still insist that the agency of spirits is concerned, I reply, as in the first 
part of my discourse, that if any spirits are concerned, they are, ae, 
tionably, infernal spirits. It is not at all likely that good spirits have 
anything to do in the matter. Holy angels have nobler, better employ- 
ment than this. And the spirits of the just made perfect, who have gone 
to their eternal rest, and are represented as dwelling in the New Jerusa- 
lem above, would never descend to be engaged in such paltry trifling here 
below. Indeed, it is expressly stated in the Scriptures, that those who 
depart out of this world at death, do not return to it. David, speaking of 
his deceased child, says: “I shall go to him, but he shall not return to 
me,’ 2 Sam. xii. 23. Job also says: ‘‘ Let me alone, that I may take 
comfort a little, before I go whence J shall not return.”” “When a few 
years are come, then I shall go the way whence J shall not return,” Job 
x. 21; xvi. 22. 

Besides, the degraded character of many, not to say most, who act as 
mediums, and the childish, silly, self-contradictory answers which are 
often given ; the fact, too, that many of these answers are of an infidel 
and immoral tendency, in palpable contradiction to both conscience and 
the Bible ; also the mischief which the alleged: spirits often perpetrate, 
tearing clothes, ——— furniture, and driving sna ee men and 
women to distraction and suicide ;—these things show clearly enough 
what kind of spirits are concerned, if, indeed, any are. They must be 
wicked spirits. They are, undoubtedly, infernal spirits, who, for the trial 
of our race, are abroad in the earth, “‘ going about, like roaring lions, 
seeking whom they may devour.” 

And if it be objected to this, that some of the answers are pious and 
good—good in themselves, and in their influence, I have only to reply, 
that Satan can be very pious, when it will best subserve his diabolical 

urposes. He can put on the appearance of an angel of light, thereby 
the more fatally to deceive. 

According to the Scriptures, the “familiar spirits” of the ancient 
witches and wizards were infernal spirits—liars, deceivers, devils—against 
whose wiles and influence the people of God were solemnly warned. And 
the spirits who have intercourse with certain persons now—if spirits they 
be—are undoubtedly of the same class. And I would by no means affirm 
that there can be no demoniacal agency here. If persons will seek after 
unlawful intercourse with the Evil One, and give themselves up to it, as 
I said before, God may give them up. He may permit the devil to com- 
mounicate with them, and so lead them captive at his will. 

The devils are always at hand, where there is mischief to be done; and 
they have knowledge enough to give all the answers, and make all the 
disclosures, which ever have been made, or will be. There is no neces- 
sity for calling in the agency of departed relatives and friends. There 
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are other spirits who know more than they do, who are present, invisibly, 
in the world ; and if any spirits are concerned in these transactions, it is 
undoubtedly the spirits of darkness. Such is the testimony of Scripture 
in the case, and the supposition is as reasonable as it is scriptural. 

Having thus explained, as well as I am able, the character of the com- 
munications purporting to come from the other world, and shown how 
they are to be accounted for, I proceed to speak of the evil of them— 
the evil of making them, consulting them, or having aught to do with 
them. 

That they are evil and sinful, the Scriptures most unequivocally teach, 
They are sternly forbidden, as I have already shown, in all parts of the 
Bible, both the Old Testament and the New. And if any are disposed 
to ask, What is the harm of them? Wherein does the evil of them con- 
sist ? The answer to these questions is suggested, in part, in what has 
been already said. 

A considerable part of the work of those who profess to have commerce 
with the spirits, we have scen is an imposture. It is a work of deception ; 
and deception is always evil. What right have I wittingly to decewe my 
fellow men, with regard to the concerns of the other world ? What right 
have I to pretend to make disclosures to them from that world, which I 
know are fictitious and delusive ? What right have I to take their time, 
and harrow up their feelings, and filch from them their money, in this 
way? For any one to do this is a gross sin. It is a shameful sin. I do 
not say that, under present circumstances, it is worthy of death, for I do 
not think it is; but I do say it is a fraud upon individuals and society— 
a sin worthy to be noticed and punished by the judges. 

We have seen that a part of what is done by those who claim to have 
intercourse with spirits may be the result of wnknown natural caweses. 
This is the most plausible, excusable view which can possibly be taken of 
the matter; and yet, in this view, the practices in question are frightfully 
evil. They are so, on more accounts thanone. The persons who alone 
are susceptible to the influence of these natural causes are those of a dis- 
eased or delicate nervous temperament ; and the effect of experimenting 
upon their nervous system is usually to shatter it the more. They become 
excitable, fanatical, visionary, and often insane. Diseases are engendered, 
both of body and mind, which lead on to the most fearful consequences. 

A young clergyman of my acquaintance, having discovered that he was 
a medium, went into a course of experiments upon himself. He contin- 
ued them until he became terrified, and was constrained to desist. He 
told me that if he had persisted a few weeks longer, he should have been 
either crazy or dead. 

A man in B——, Mass., who had been much given to the rappings, 
and other spiritual manifestations, became, in consequence, a raving ma- 
niac, threatened the life of his family, and was committed to the lunatic 
asylum in Worcester. On the first day of January, 1851, there were 
ninety cases of insanity, in only eight of our public hospitals, all which 
had been induced by the rapping mania. It is believed that, a few 
months later, there are not less than five hundred such cases in the 
United States—a terrible result of one of the most pitiable, contemptible 
delusions that ever visited this country. 

But insanity is not the only evil of the practices in coin, when 
viewed as the result of natural causes. For the truth is, that in nearly 
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every case, they are not so viewed by those who engage inthem. They 
regard them as the work of spirits. They are therefore deceived ; and 
those who follow them are deceived. Both suppose that they are receiving 
utterances from the other world, when nothing is uttered but vain fanta- 
sies from their own minds and hearts. Now a delusion such as this is 
manifestly a hurtful one. It is one full of danger to all concerned. To 
mistake our own fancies for Divine revelations, and feel conscience bound 
to obey them as such ; why this is the very essence of fanaticism. It is 
fanaticism in its most frightful form. Under the influence of such an im- 
pression, persons may be led to perpetrate the greatest cruelties, and the 
most horrid crimes, and vainly think they are doing God service. I have 
read of “a lady of birth, taste, high connections, and literary accom- 
lishments, who committed suicide, leaving written testimony of her 
ing prompted thereto by revelations from the spiritual world.” ‘* An- 
other young woman cut off her hand with a carving-knife, thrust the 
bleeding stump into the fire, and then put out her eyes, declaring that she 
was directed to do so by the spirits.” A Mr. S—— C , of W. 
Co., Ohio, under the influence of the rapping delusion, “‘ became possess- 
ed with the idea that he must, like Abraham, offer a sacrifice to the Su- 
preme Being. Accordingly, he cut off one of his feet. His family, fear- 
ing that some other of his limbs might fall a sacrifice, had him conveyed 
to the asylum at Columbus, where he was confined.” 

Such are some of the evils resulting from the practices we are consid- 
ering, when viewed as the result of natural causes. And are they not 
frightful evils? Do they not call for the united efforts of all the friends 
of religion and humanity to remove them ? 

I need say but few words to show the evil of these practices, on the 
third mode of accounting for them, viz., that they are produced by de- 
moniacal agency. For who are those “familiar spirits,” to whom, on the 
~~, persons give themselves up, and to whom they are given up 
of God? ‘hey are the spirits of darkness—liars from the beginning, 
and the fathers of lies—the first and greatest enemies of the human race. 
And can it be otherwise than evil to have commerce with such beings ; to 
receive and follow their suggestions ; pleasing ourselves meanwhile with 
the thought that we are conversing with departed friends, or receiving, it 
may be, revelations from heaven? I can conceive of nothing more ter- 
rible than this—more perilous in all its influences, both upon the individ- 
ual and society, upon the body and the soul. In a state of society like 
that in Israel, requiring that the penal code should be stringent and se- 
vere, I wonder not at all that these, and the like practices, should have 
been punished with the utmost rigor of the law. 

T have said that the practices which have been considered are of hea- 
then origin. They originated with the heathen; they were early spread 
over the greater part of the heathen world ; and they continue to pervade 
and curse it to the present time. In various portions of heathendom, at 
this very day, scarcely an affliction occurs, a dearth, a flood, a fit of sick- 
ness, or an instance of death, but some poor creature, and often more 
than one, is accused and put to death as being the cause of it. The sick 
man, it is said, is bewitched. Who has bewitched him? His death, if 
he chance to die, has been brought about by evil spirits. Who has sent 
the spirits upon him? To answer these questions, some old hag or 
conjurer is consulted ; the cause of the mischief is soon discovered; and 


























THE SIN OF CONSULTING WITH FAMILIAR SPIRITS. 113 


an innocent person is put to death. Probably hundreds die every year 
after this manner among the heathen, even in this nineteenth century. 

And the case would soon be no better among ourselves, if we were to 
go extensively and confidently into the practice of consulting with fami- 
liar spirits. For the spirits would unravel all mysteries ; they would re- 
veal all secrets; and not a man, or woman, or.child would be safe from 
their malicious accusations. ‘‘ An elderly gentlemen in Indiana was liv- 
ing in peace and harmony with his family, until the spirit-rappers visited 
the neighborhood. He attended their exhibitions, and believed their 
revelations. And it was revealed to him, among other things, that his 
second wife, with whom he was living, had caused the death of his former 
companion. From this moment his peace was fatally interrupted. He 
was living with a murderer. And if the community around him had been 
deluded like himself, the poor woman must have suffered.” 

Some years ago, the Lunatic Asylum in Maine took fire, and a portion 
of the inmates were smothered and consumed, And there are hundreds 
of persons among us, who affirm that the building was set on fire by the 
keepers. They know it was so; they have not a doubt of it ; not because 
they have a particle of evidence to that effect from this world, but be- 
cause the spirits have so informed them. Now let these utterances be- 
come common, and be commonly received; and how long would it be 
before these keepers, every one of them, would be dragged to the gallows, 
or the stake, while they were as innocent of the charge preferred against 
them as a child unborn. 

I cite these instances just to show the sin, the evil, the exceeding peri/ 
of indulging in those practices which have been exposed. Let all who 
hear me, then, beware of them, and shun them. I feel solemnly called 
upon to lift up a voice of warning on this subject. Let us “‘ have no fel- 
lowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” If 
any of us are capable of becoming what are called mediums, we had better 
not know it; or, if we know it, we had better refrain from all experiments. 
To tamper with such a power is to tamper with an already shattered ner- 
vous system, the only effect of which will be to shatter it the more. Or 
! is to tamper with infernal spirits,—to have communion with the Evil 

ne. 

Or, if any persons will consent so to abuse and degrade themselves as 
to act as mediums, let no one follow them. Let them have their marvels 
and their revelations all to themselves. ‘‘ Their policy is to awaken curi- 
osity, and then cry, investigate ; and if you will only attend their sittings, 
at a dollar a visit, for the purpose of investigating, their end is accom- 
plished. They have your money, and have your example, to induce others 
to go and do likewise.” 

hey can tell you nothing which is of the least importance to you. 
They never have told anything which was of any importance. I chal- 
lenge all the workers with familiar spirits to show, that a single disclosure 
has ever been made, which was of the least importance to the world. 
They can tell us nothing which we have any reason or right to believe, at 
least on their testimony. And if any do believe them, and put confidence 
in them, they will surely be led astray. 

The Bible has faithfully warned us on this subject, as on almost every 
other, where there is danger. ‘‘ Regard not them which have familiar 
spirits, neither seek after them, to be defiled by them.” ‘“‘ Give no heed 
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to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” ‘* Have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness.” 

Indeed, the result of this whole discussion should be, to lead us to prize 
the Bible more, and give heed to it with the greater diligence and confi- 
dence. It is “alight unto our feet, anda lamp unto our path.” It is 
“a light shining in a dark place.” There is nothing more striking than 
the difference between the Scripture representations of the future world, 
which we know are true, and those which are given by the revealers of 
modern times. The former are solemn, weighty, exciting, impressive, 
some of them awfully, gloriously so. While the latter, as one says, are 
‘¢s0 uniformly and monotonously silly, that we are compelled to think, if 
these are really the spirits of the dead, in dying they must have lost what 
little of common sense they ever possessed. If these are actual specimens 
of the spirit-world, then ¢his world, however hard and imperfect, is alto- 
gether the most respectable part of God’s creation.” 

In the Bible, there are frequent accounts of persons who were literally 
raised from the dead,—who actually returned from the spirit-world to this. 
But they returned, in every instance, with sealed lips. In no instance do 
we hear them making disclosures. Sut our modern revealers of things 
unseen pursue a very different course. They practise no reserve, They 
go into the minutest particulars,—sometimes into the most disgusting de- 
tails, and publish, as one expresses it, ‘a penny magazine of the spiritual 
world.” 

The result of all our inquiries then should be, to bind us more closely 
to the Bible ; to lead us to cling to it, and follow it as our sole and suffi- 
cient guide, in things pertaining to the future world. God has told us in 
his word all that we need know respecting that world. He has told us all 
that he intends we ever shall know, until we get there. He has told us 
enough to awaken the most lively interest, and the most earnest care. 
And what he has told us, we have on his own infallible authority. It is to 
be depended on. It is the word of him that cannot lie. 

Let us, then, study his holy word. Let us believe it, love it, and live 
according to it. Let us diligently prepare for that world on which we are 
so soon to enter, and not be vainly trying to pry into its secrets, nor be 


running after those who can know no more of the subject than we do our- 
selves. 
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‘* And the dove came in to him in the evening, and lo, in her mouth was an olive-leaf 


pluckt off. So Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.”—Gen, 
viii, 11. 


Tue incident recorded in the text occurred while Noah was shut up in 
the ark, aground “upon the mountains of Ararat.’? To identify the 
Ararat has required considerable research. The location of it as now 
generally received, however, has been objected to on account of the dis- 
tance of olive trees; none being found nearer than the province of 
Akhaltzikhi and the basin of the ancient Colchis, a hundred or more 
miles away. But tourists, who have mentioned this objection to the 
monks of Echmiadzin, have been met with the shrewd refutation, that it 
would not he very hard work for a pigeon to fly to Akhaltzikhi and back 
again in a day. And when compared with some recent experiments on 
the fleetness of carrier pigeons, the reply of the monks appears satisfac- 
tory.* ‘And the dove came in to him in the evening.” The phrase 
in the evening is important as a beautiful though undesigned coincidence 
with geographical facts, and as a caution against ag Sony | in question- 
ing the statements of “‘holy men—moved by the Holy Ghost.” The 
mission of the dove was one of inquiry. Though mute, she was expected 
to give an intelligible report. She returned with an olive-leaf. On ex- 
amining the stem, Noah perceived that it had been “ pluckt off ;”” that is, 
taken, not afloat, but fresh from the tree. And by this “evidence of thin 
not seen,” he “‘ knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.” 
To faith was awarded the olive-leaf. 

The text, if now rightly interpreted, proposes “for reproof,” and 
“for instruction in righteousness,” THE TRIUMPHS OF FAITH IN THE 
PREACHER. 

In treating of this subject, it is proper to consider, 


I. The meaning of faith. 

Faith is of different kinds. There is a natural, and a supernatural 
or Christian faith. And it is possible to confound either kind with the 
other, and curiosity with both. Curiosity and faith have reference alike 
to something beyond our immediate beholding. But the object of faith 
is definite and clear, while that of curiosity is indefinite and vague. Curi- 
osity isa longing after something without any knowledge of what it is to 
be. Faith is a grasping after something which though “‘ not seen” is yet 
known. Curiosity is satisfied with the obtaining of any thing—no matter 
what. Faith is satisfied with nothing less than the definite object it 
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seeks. Curiosity is a vane—veering “‘ with every wind of doctrine.” 
Faith is a needle—by which the voyagers of probation — wavering 
are guided “into their desired haven.” Faith may be defined in general 
inward sight, or that which supplies the want of sight. What sight is to 
the body, faith is to the spirit. When our sight is bounded by the hori- 
zon, faith looks beyond ; and we are none the less confident of the reality 
of the objects of our faith, than of that of the objects of our sight. 
When we have come to the first horizon, our faith has become sight to the 
second. Thus our faith becomes sight, and our sight follows our faith, till 
our ~~ can no longer be bounded, and our faith is swallowed up in our 
immediate beholding. And thus, “ faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

Natural faith is comprehended entirely within the sphere of natural 
objects. In one sense all men live by this kind of faith. One need only 
reflect upon the power of motion in the body, and the connection of that 

wer with the will, to be convinced of his dependence upon natural faith 
in even walking by sight. Men sow and gather and eat by natural faith. 
It is by this faith that we engage in the various pursuits of the world. 
And it varies in degree according to the dangers and difficulties with 
which our enterprises are beset. 

But Christian faith is concerned with spiritual things; those heavenly 
and divine “‘ things not seen as yet.”? This kind of faith is possessed only 
by such as have been born of the Spirit. This is that faith by which a man 
is “justified from all things.’’ It is this supernatural faith by which a 
man is united to Christ as a branch to the vine ; by which a man prays 
and labors and contributes of his substance for the spiritual reformation 
of a wicked world ; by which the missionary to foreign lands casts his 
bread upon the waters, and by which he finds it again after many days. 
This is so superior to natural faith, as by common consent to need 
no age. terms to distinguish it. Supernatural or Christian faith 
is the faith treated of in the Scriptures, ‘ By faith Abraham, when 
he was tried, offered up Isaac,’ notwithstanding the promise, That in 
Isaac shall thy seed be called : ‘accounting that God was able to raise him 
up, even from the dead.” By faith, many a saint, now in heaven, has 
suffered the most cruel martyrdom. This supernatural faith is a spiritual 
eye by which its possessor discerns spiritual things ; with which he looks 
through Revelation, as with the natural eye he looks through a telescope, 
and beholds the Star of Bethlehem, the Sun of Righteousness, eternity 
folded up and comprehended in time in the person of the Saviour. And 
this is the faith contemplated in the subject of this discourse. 


II. The conditions upon which faith may become triumphant. 

A triumph pre-supposes a conflict. Faith is antagonist to unbelief. If 
faith is “able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand,” 
it is appropriately called triumphant. But unbelief presents itself in a 
variety of forms. Sometimes it presents itself simply as unbelief; and 
then it may be either the remnant of “ sin dwelling in” the renewed 
heart, or the entire unbelief of the heart ‘dead in trespasses and sins.” 
Sometimes it presents itself as cold indifference ; and then faith, seemin 
to itself to fight as beating the air, often becomes disheartened, an 
“¢ weary in well-doing.”” Unbelief may then arouse and advance towards 
faith in the form of doubt, to see if faith is in earnest. Again it presents 
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itself with sword in sheath as if to surrender, a spy and a traitor. It 
come again as temptation, offering faith large gain to surrender herself. 
But perhaps unbelief is never so formidable as when it presents itself as 
persecution ; armed with frowns and sneers, by-words and hisses, ‘‘ cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover bonds and imprisonment,” hun- 
ger, cold, and nakedness, racks, stones, swords, and fire. Conquering the 
enemy in all these forms, faith “ obtains a good report.” But the con- 
flict is without cessation, except when there is a victory on one side or 
the other. It commences in the believer’s own heart; and when faith has 
become victorious there, it is assailed by a world of unbelief without. 
There is a triumph of faith within, therefore, before there can be any man- 
ifestation of faith without. But the conflict within is invisible; and the 
triumph of faith in that conflict is made manifest by its subsequent conflict 
with the world. This latter conflict alone attracts observation. In the 
conflict of faith with unbelief, the opposing forces are apparently unequal, 
Faith appears like an individual against rm And because faith, single- 
handed, takes the field against “ principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places,”’ the conflict has a peculiar interest, 

Faith becomes truly and distinctly heroic only when it contends with 
difficulties which seem overpowering. And the grandeur of a triumph is 
in proportion to the greatness of the difficulties overcome. Generally the 
outward obstacles are not very great; consequently the triumphs of faith 
are usually small. The greater the progress of faith, the less remarkable 
is every succeeding step. As faith gains the ascendency, and moves on- 
ward, “‘ conquering and to conquer,” the enemy is reduced, and the din of 
the conflict is drowned in the notes of victory. ‘ This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith.” But it is only once in an age that 
we see a man triumphantly believing against time and persecution, im- 
probabilities and apparent impossibilities, a light and an exemplar for the 
multitude—a true hero in the “ fight of faith.” And as faith is a light 
to the soul, it becomes most conspicuous in times of the greatest spiritual 
darkness. Not only is its brilliancy increased by the contrast, but its 
flame is expanded by the very efforts which are made to —— it. 
There might be such a prevalence of piety that the faith of the most 
devoted servant of God would be no more conspicuous than a candle 
lighted at noonday. And there have been times when from the scarcity 
of piety the faith of a single servant, even though he followed his Lord 
“afar off,”? has been like the Aurora Borealis at midnight. There seems 
to be a preparation in time as well as in men for the formation of eras in 
the history of the world. And heroes in sacred history, as well as in 
profane, are both the instruments and the productions of the revolutions 
which give them celebrity. It is natural to look for the conditions requi- 
site to the most extraordinary triumphs in those who are possessed of 
faith in the highest degree. And for the highest degree of faith, it is na- 
tural to look to those whose special office is to recommend it to others. 
Unless faith is first triumphant in themselves, they can hardly expect it to 
be so in those upon whom they urge it. It were unnatural that soldiers 
should be courageous while their leaders are ‘fearful and faint-hearted.” 
Of all heroism, that is the greatest which is called forth in defence of 
righteousness and truth. And all sacred heroism is emphatically the he- 
roism of faith. Such was the heroism of those ancient worthies “‘ who 
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through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained prom- 
ises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant 
in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” 


III. Some of the trials of faith peculiar to the preacher. 

The preacher of the gospel has most if not all the trials of faith which 
are common to all Christians. He has also some trials of faith which are 
altogether peculiar to himself. And some trials of faith which are com- 
mon to others are rendered peculiar to him by the greater intensity to 
which his furnace is heated. It is notorious that the preacher is often 
made the subject of oppression, for the very reason that he is a preacher, 
He is often slandered and otherwise maltreated for his very faithfulness to 
“ rebuke with all authority.”” Not unfrequently, too, professing Christians 
even, to whom he ministers, will not suffer him to “‘ live of the gospel” in 
the full sense of the scriptural provision ; justifying themselves, however, 
on the ground, not that their love of the gospel is but little stronger than 
their love of money, but that a liberal support even, to say nothing of 
any justly due ee would greatly endanger his Christian humility. 
Accordingly it would not be surprising if, in some of his frequent emer- 
gencies, he should be strongly tempted to resign his high commission. 
And “the man that endureth temptation ” may well be considered victo- 
rious over a trial of faith at a point where the flesh is peculiarly weak. 
Again, the inefficiency of the faith of Christ’s professing followers for 
whom he “ labors in word and doctrine,” sometimes subjects the preach- 
er’s faith to a severe trial. It is sometimes difficult to reconcile their ap- 
parent zeal and fervency in ordinary duties with their “‘ neglect of the 
weightier matters.’”” The preacher is apt to distrust that faith which does 
not evidently ‘‘ work by love.”” He witnesses many things which suggest 
the Scripture, ‘‘ All men have not faith.”” His courage is diminished. 
He is prone to conclude that the gospel, as proclaimed by him, is not 
“the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” 

The faith of the preacher is subjected to another trial from the obsti- 
nacy of the unbelief of the world around him. His mind is much employ- 
ed with such themes as seem fitted to lead the unbelieving to Christ. His 
thoughts engross his affections. He prays God to make the word effec- 
tual. Here and there, perhaps, an unbeliever seems deeply moved. Per- 
haps a multitude are mentally exclaiming, ‘“* Almost don persuadest.” 
But they go from the sanctuary, and their serious impressions are lost in 
“the cares of this world ;”” while the preacher is hopefully and prayerfully 
preparing “‘ a ae from God unto” the awakened and alarmed. As 
the Sabbath returns he delivers his message , but with the same result as 
before. And the process may be repeated till his expectation is destroy- 
ed from its own intensity, and almost in despair he exclaims, “ Who hath 
believed our report!” Then it is that to him the exhortation to “ be not 
weary in well doing,” is like the irony of Elijah to the prophets of Baal. 
Moreover, the faith of the preacher is often tried in view of the magnitude 
of his work, and the conscious weakness of the instrument. He is single- 
handed, and yet is required to preach the gospel to men who are at ‘ enmity 
against God,” and are ready to “wrest the Scriptures to their own de- 
struction.” And he is required to preach so faithfully that their blood 
shall not be required at his hand. Knowing full well that “ the natural 
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man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God,”’ and that the truth re- 
sisted always produces yet greater hardness of heart, and that all human 
wisdom and power are absolutely nothing in converting a soul, and 
that every one that planteth or watereth must approve himself “ unto 

a sweet savor of Christ’? even though he be unto men “a savor of death 
unto death,” it is not strange that the preacher should shrink from this 
weight»of responsibleness, and cry out with the apostle, though without 
the apostle’s faith, “‘ Who is sufficient for these things?” But of all the 
trials,of faith peculiar to the preacher, perhaps the severest of all is his 
continual remembrance that they ave peculiar. He must endure them 
alone. His very offiee separates him from any adequate sympathy or as- 
sistance from other believers. As they have not his work to perform, 
they can know but little of his hopes of success, and fears of failure, and 
consequently also of the bitterness of his disappointments. Thus shut 
up in the circle of his own private and peculiar trials, and depressed 
with the consciousness that none human can enter for his relief, he 
may not be able to appreciate the wisdom of the providence, and at 
length find himself struggling for life against rising doubts of those “‘ thin, 
not seen as yet.” If in “ moments of despondency, Shakspeare thought 
himself no poet, and Raphael no painter,’’ why should it be thought affec- 
tation in the preacher sometimes to conclude that he is “less than the least 
of all saints !”’ 


IV. The triwmphs of faith as illustrated in the life and history of Noah. 

The conflicts and triumphs of faith in the preacher are substantially 
the same in every age. But it seems to be peculiarly appropriate that we 
should stimulate our faith by a careful study of the religious history of 
that “ great cloud of witnesses” by whom “‘ we are compassed about.” 
Turning back to the early generations of our race we find a period when 
‘all flesh had corrupted his way.” The descendants of Seth had mingled 
with those of Cain, till ‘‘ it repented the Lord that he had made man on 
the earth.” In the midst of this deep moral night, a man burdened with 
the curse of sin was blessed with a son. A presentiment of the future 
celebrity of the child perhaps took possession of the father. And as a 
first preparation for the triumphs of faith in the hero of our subject, his 
consecration in infancy should not be forgotten. For Lamech named his 
son, ‘* Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and 
toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord had cursed.” 
Notwithstanding the wickedness of the times, “‘ Noah was a just man, and 
perfect in his generations.”” By nature he was no better than others; 
but he yielded to the strivings of the Spirit, and secured his presiding and 
protecting presence. The long suffering of God towards his disloyal crea- 
tures was great. He waited centuries in vain for any signs of repentance. 
And not until five hundred years after Noah was born did he threaten a 
judgment from heaven. The denunciation was terrible. Man was so de- 
graded that he was to be whelmed in one common ruin with the beast, 
and the fowl, and the reptile. “ The end of all flesh is come before me,” 
was the language of the “‘ grieved” Jehovah. But though wroth with the 
wicked, in mercy God remembers the faithful. Though there be but one 
in the universe, the Infinite Eye searches him out. Noah, like Enoch, 
has “‘ walked with God.” And the Spirit descends and communes with 
him as with a familiar friend. Noah is commanded to build an ark, not 
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only for his own preservation, but for that of his family, and a pair of 
every species of flesh. For a flood is announced, in which all but such 
as take refuge in the ark shall be drowned. And notwithstanding it may 
ever have rained heretofore, and the ground may never have been moist- 
ened except with a mist ; and though the size of the ark be enormous, 
and the burden of the work be on himself, Noah doubts not a moment, 
but undertakes forthwith what the Lord has commanded. But his faith 
has no sooner manifested itself in obedience than it attracts attention. 
“ What means this collection of ‘ gopher-wood ?’? What means this hew- 
ing of timber? What carpenter ever framed into a building such huge 
beams as these ?”? Amidst a thousand such exclarsations from the sur- 
rounding inhabitants, Noah quietly proceeds with his task. His proce- 
dare excites their curiosity till they scrutinize and wonder in silence. 
Then, standing erect, the “ preacher of righteousness” proclaims the 
strange tidings from heaven. He lays open the majestic but terrific con- 
ception of the destruction of the world by “a flood of waters;” the right- 
eous alone being saved in “‘ an ark.”” The people are confounded, but 
not convinced. Their surprise passes off, and they pronounce him the 
victim of profound superstition. Their curiosity changes into ridicule and 
contempt: the ark becomes a bye-word, and the builder a hiss, But with 
unshaken confidence Noah holds on his course, suffering all manner of de- 
rision and abuse from the looker-on, and the passer-by. Though a host 
of scoffing spectators are present, there is no interruption of the work. 
Slowly and surely, and with surprising exactness the timbers are ar- 
ranged and adjusted, and the vessel goes up, up, and still up, till the 
command, ‘* With lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it,” is 
——— fulfilled. ; 

The stupendous structure has now become a temple in which the heroic 
builder worships as well as works. Its form, its position, and its hugeness, 
now presented to the spectator with their combined effect, seem to force 
the admission that the architectural design must be from heaven. The 
query arises in one and another, “Is not the old man in his right mind 
after all? How could he accomplish all thisif he has not received a com- 
mission from on high?” Meantime, the “ preacher of righteousness’’ 
ceases not to warn them “ of things not seen as yet,” and to exhort them 
to repentance and faith. Whether standing in the first story, or the sec- 
ond, or the third, or even on the roof, he watches every goer and comer, 
that he may “ preach the word.” “A little while, and he who threaten- 
ed he would come, will come, and make no tarrying, and listen to no calls 
for mercy. And ye who will not be blessed in believing what ye have not 
seen, shall be cwrsed in seeing what ye would not believe.” Year after 
year rolls away until scores are consumed, and yet Noah never forgets to 
“be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
long-suffering and doctrine.” And as a century of labor is drawing to a 
close, he urges reconciliation to God more particularly from the shortness 
of time. ‘ A few more sounds of the hammer, and the ark will be build- 
ed, And when it shall have been coated “within and without with 
_ pitch,” the sky which has hitherto been so mild and serene will soon as- 
sume a new aspect. “For the Lord hath spoken and he shall perform.” 
At length the ark is completed. The difficulties of labor and expense, 
and the almost “ intolerable unbelief and ridicule the undertaking encoun- 
tered,” have at last been overcome. Equally faithful has been Noah in 
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the office of ship-carpenter, and in that of ‘a preacher of righteousness,” 
Not a moment has he queried how the earth would be drowned. - Not. a 
moment has he doubted that a flood would come. And five score years 
has he toiled and preached, under the most trying circumstances, by faith 
in the promise of God. And now, as he retires from his labor, and be- 
holds his preparation for the deluge, it is only to reveal a still greater 
depth of faith, in waiting for the command from above to enter into the 
ark he has made. And again he lifts a warning to the world, “ ‘Seven 
days,’ and the Lord will appear with ‘a flood of waters.’ ‘ Seven days,’ and 
ye who have mocked and derided, shall do so no more. Repent, and do 
works meet for repentance, or in ‘ seven days’ ‘ He that sitteth in the hea- 
vens sball laugh ; the Lord shall have you in derision.’”” But his preach- 
ing seems to answer no purpose, save that of exciting the people to still 
greater manifestations of contempt. And pointing perhaps to the neigh- 
boring Ararat, they exclaim with all assurance of unbelief, 
“Shall yon exulting peak, 
Whose glittering top is like a distant star, 
Lie low beneath the boiling of the deep?” 

It was sad for the preacher of righteousness to be thus forced to conclude 
that he was ‘‘a savor of death unto death” to the whole world. Still he 
ceased not to “ ery aloud, and show the people their transgression.”” The 
longer they persisted in their wickedness, the more earnest and eloquent 
grew the preacher; “‘ and so much the more as he saw the day approach- 
ing!” Five days have already gone by, and the sixth is now passing, and 
the ark stands there complete, majestic, and alone,—the magnificent re- 
sult of a faith which shall soon remove mountains, and cast them into the 
sea. And while the preacher of righteousness is paying his last visits to 
his relatives and friends, and everywhere uttering his last warnings and en- 
treaties, the people on all sides are giving vent to their ridicule. “ To- 
morrow, and the ark shall prove a monument of the blindest superstition.” 
Alas! and it shall prove a monument of the blindest superstition ; the 
superstition, not of faith, but of unbelief,—not of the preacher of right- 
eousness, but of the world which he warned of destruction ! 


‘Behold their last to-morrow! 
Earth shall be ocean! 
And no breath, 
Save of the winds be on the unbounded wave! 
Angels shall tire their wings, but find no spot: 
Not even a rock from out the liquid grave 
Shall lift its point to save.” 
But with their accustomed obstinacy and unbelief the people retire once 
more to their rest. ‘The ark, which was designed from “ the beginning,” 
and commenced a century ago on the earth, has been finished. And the 
“seven days” respite foretold by the preacher is drawing to a close. And 
under the delusion that to-morrow Noah’s faith will be shaken and de- 
stroyed, and their own unbelief be triumphant, they close their eyes in the 
sleep of nature, only next to close them forever in the sleep of death. 
Their dreams correspond to their previous reveries, and again they awake 
as they fell asleep, infatuated with unbelief. The morning seems the 
brightest and serenest they have ever beheld. The past six days have 
been holidays, spent in “‘ eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage.” But the seventh is to be the great day of all. To-day the 
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people of the land assemble to see and exult over the folly of Noah. They 
are becoming impatient to witness his disappointment and defeat. For 
unbelief itself has not been so confident of the soundness and safety of its 
course, but that the warnings of faith have wrought up an excitement the 
most intense. Every hour seems a day, and every minute an hour, when 
lo! perhaps as the sun is just crossing the meridian, a strange procession 
of man, and of beast, and of bird, and of creeping things is seen movin, 
in the direction of the ark! Slowly, and orderly, and solemnly, an 
measuredly, it tramps out the death-knell of the wondering world, And 
_ as the preacher and his family, and the male and his female of every spe- 
cies of flesh enter into the ark, and the door closes behind them, the vic- 
tims of unbelief can scarcely trust their own “sight.”” They approach 
the ark, and attempt to go in; but “the door is shut,” and no human 
arm, whether within or without, is now able to force it. They are as- 
tounded ; yet they will not believe! The day has been calm and clear, 
and the ground is dry, and high noon smiles cheerfully of ‘ peace on 
earth, and good will towards men.”” And as no signs of a flood are ap- 
parent, the welkin rings with the shouts of victory and contempt from the 
multitude assembled to witness the scene. Butlo! on a sudden the 
world is hushed! A zephyr comes! A speck is seen in the west! It 
increases! Itisacloud! It rolls onward! It spreads over the sky! 
It darkens the earth! And the lightnings flash, and the thunders peal, 
and the earth is a fountain, and the heavens are rent, and the torrents 
fall, and the tornado sweeps, and the dwellings are shivered, and the in- 
fant cries, and the mother shrieks, and the father prays; but Mercy is 
deaf; for creation howls, and the living are dying, and the dying are dead, 
and the rocks are buried, and the trees are hid, and the hills are sunk, 
and the mountains are covered, and the waters prevail, and the ark is 
borne up,—a heaven secure from a watery hell,—and the 


“ Sea and sky 
Look vast and lifeless in the Eternal Eye.” 


Ah! this was “ their last to-morrow!” And this was the end of their 
unbelief ! Go back from the present a little more than three cen- 
turies and a half, and follow a Spanish adventurer through a long 
succession of difficulties, both private and public, till on the very eve 
of becoming a sacrifice to the faithlessness of a mutinous crew, when 
he stipulates only for ‘‘ three days’? longer for the sight of the object 
of a natural faith; and lo! on the ¢hird a Continent is found! But 
go back a little more than forty centuries, and follow “‘a preacher of 
righteousness” through a whole hundred years over obstacles insurmount- 
able except by supernatural assistance, until he comes within ‘‘ seven 
days” of beholding the object of a Christian faith ; and lo! on the seventh 
a world is lost? By the triumph of a natural faith Columbus became 
heir—not even to the glory which is by sight. But by the triumph of a 
Christian faith Noah “‘ became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.” 
But though the sentence of condemnation was executed upon all flesh 
so to speak, in an instant, and the conflict of the preacher’s faith with the 
unbelief of the world was now closed, the trial of the preacher’s faith is 
still continued. The moan of destruction which commenced when the 
Lord shut him into the ark is echoed and re-echoed in the continued 
thunders and discharges from the windows of heaven, and in the wrathful 
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surges of the deep. But though in tumult of the elements, and under 
thick clouds of anger, and at the mercy of the winds and the waves, that 
preacher of righteousness is still nourishing a Christian faith with these 
wonderful works of God. The incessant pouring of the rain for the space 
of forty days and forty nights raises not a single doubt. Sabbath after 
Sabbath is hallowed, month after month rolls away, and that ark, without 
rudder or sails, rocks on the waves till the end of an hundred and fifty 
days, when it rests gently and safely down upon the very spot selected by 
Jehovah. According to the preacher’s faith, He who brought the waters 
is drying them away. And is not this more sublime than any triumph of 
mere natural faith ? Turn back from the present about twenty-five years, 
and behold an Orientalist* struggling, day after day, at the utmost of his 
efforts, here with a prospect of success, and there with an actual defeat, to 
accomplish the long-cherished purpose of a natural faith, till, on a third 
attempt you behold him slowly and laboriously ascending cubit on cubit 
upward, and still upward, and finally standing on the hitherto so-consider- 
a inaccessible summit of Mount Ararat! But turn back a little more 
than four thousand years, and behold a preacher, of righteousness, month 
after month, with no defeat, with no effort even, descending cubit after 
cubit downward, and still downward, by a Christian faith, and at last rest- 
ing down upon that very summit to which that noblest triumph of a natu- 
ro faith could only climb up! But no land—no lofty peak is yet visible, 
and the ark weighs deep in the sea. And three months longer must the 
waters decrease before even the tops of the loftiest mountains can be seen, 
And forty days longer still waits that patient servant of God before he be- 
gins to be anxious about the condition of the earth. Then he opens the 
window and sends forth a raven. But that type of unbelief is a bird of 
the “not clean,” and goes a hunting the spoils of the deluge. Be- 
trayed by the raven, however, Noah casts not away his confidence, but 
after hallowing a Sabbath, sends forth a dove. Round and round 
above the window she flies, increasing her circle of observation both 
in height and circumference, until she cannot be seen for the distance. 
“ But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned 
unto him in the ark.” Another Sabbath is now hallowed, and the expe- 
riment with the dove is repeated. Faithful to her grand commission she 
darts up in her spiral circle as before, straining her eye in every direction 
till on a sudden she hovers a moment, as if gazin at a single point afar 
off, and then hies away in a straight line in all probability to the province 
of Akhaltzikhi. Hour after hour is run out, and yet there are no tidings 
from the little winged messenger. But, ‘late in the evening,” a sound 
as if something were beating the air is succeeded by a feeble cooing on the 
roof, and he immediately opens the window and gratefully welcomes his 
panting dove. Surely, if the raven deserved a punishment, the dove has 
earned a reward. And according to a Biblical legend of the Mussulmans 

‘‘ Noah blessed the dove, and Allah gave her a necklace of green.” And 
by no means has she since been forgotten ; for the Muses have sung her 
praises till 

“«___- The gentle dove 
Has become a name for trust and love.” 


And what is of infinitely higher regard, God himself has em a oe her 
similitude in sending the Holy Ghost. But what report has she brought 
from Akhaltzikhi? To Noah the message of his carrier-pigeon is the very 


* Parrot. 
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emblem of paseo) 8 lation to of God’s remembrance of him. 
By faith tie tool the “ -leaf pluckt off,” and ‘ knew that 
the waters were abated from off the earth.” 


And now he patietitly waits for divine permission, and then marshals the 
remnant of “ all flesh”’ down the peak to a convenient spot, and builds an 
altar to the Ford. And as of every kind of “ clean” beasts there are three 
pairs and one, while of each kind of those which are “ not clean,” there is 
only a pair, he sacrifives the seventh of “every clean beast, and every 
clean fowl,” as a thank-offering for his signal deliverance. And there, 
just descended from the towering Ararat on whose peak is resting alone 
and sublimely “ the awful monument of the antediluvian world,” and just 
arisen from the valley of the Araxes,—“ the second cradle of the human 
race,”—and sending up “a sweet savor to the Lord” in a song of adora- 
tion and praise, he celebrates a trimmph of faith “‘ by the which he con- 
demns the world.” The trial of faith, through which that preacher of 
righteousness has passed, has been great. Trial upon trial has been laid 
on him for these six hundred years. When Noah had separated himself 
from unbelievers, and at the end of the fifth century of his was found 
worthy to be commended as “just and perfect,” God saw that his faith 

t safely be tried. And when no ordinary exhibitions of faith would 
ce to point the world heavenward, it oometl fitting that there should be 
an effulgent illumination of that spirit who ‘‘ found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord.” It would seem that the first sphere of his faith was brought within 
the second horizon of his sight when, after a long but fruitless season of / 
—— righteousness to the world, the Lord announced to-him, face to 
, an approaching retribution of unbelief in a flood of waters. And the 
second sphere of his faith was brought within the third horizon of his sight 
_ when the Lord shut him into the ark and whelmed the world in the del- 
uge. Then, as upward and’onward he was borne on the billows, the third 
= of his faith was brought within the fourth horizon of his sight when 
Lord revealed to him in the olive-leaf his continued remembrance of the 
righteous. And as he left that vessel of gopher-wood on the summit of 
the mountain, the fourth sphere of his faith was brought within the fifth 
horizon of his sight when the Lord permitted him to erect an altar on the 
plain below, and lay a divinely provided and designed thank-offering there- 
on. And the fifth sphere of his faith is brought within the siath hochan 
of his sight when he beholds in the cloud the covenant that the Lord will 
not again destroy the world by a flood. Hitherto he has walked alto- 
ther by faith. And now he has approached so near the ultimate ob- 
jects of his faith, that sight itself almost pierces through its own horizon 
po ann which : = _ veil. a as often as the earth receives a 
e refreshing from the heavens, with renewed thanksgivings, he repairs 
fo the altar rere, bet or) with the rainbow. And while he pa toon ‘bee 
low, the Lord looks from above, and affords him a rapturous beholding by 
sight of his heavenly beholdings by faith—a rainbow in the realm of his 
faith, of which the rainbow of his sight is but the symbol. And yet on- 
ward and upward “three hundred and fifty years” is he guided by the 
light of this symbolized glory, when he launches upon the swelling Jor- 
dan, advancing and ascending till the triumph over “the last enemy” is 
gained, and he anchors seeurely on the mount of God; where the last 
sphere of his faith is taken into his unbounded beholdings, and he receives 
from the Adorable and Heavenly Dove the assurance that ‘ the righteous 
shall be had in everlasting remembrance.” 





